HERE ALL ALONG: AFRICAN AMERICANS IN NORTHEASTERN
CONNECTICUT BEFORE THE GREAT MIGRATION, 1688-1910 — A
VIRTUAL EXHIBIT

Curated by Jamie Eves, 2023

Sponsored by a grant from Connecticut Humanities

Including Using “Here All Along” in the Classroom:

Integrating Local History into the Connecticut Social Studies Curriculum

A Service of Teach It and Connecticut Humanities

HERE IT IS: A VIRTUAL ART EXHIBIT FEATURING THE WORK OF
MICHELE “JUSTICE” THOMAS

Curated by Joanne Sailor, 2023

HERE ALL ALONG:
AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE WINDHAM, CT AREA, 1688-1910

A Slide Show by Jamie Eves, Windham Town Historian

RESOURCES FOR LOCAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY: THE CASE
OF WINDHAM, CT

A Slide Show by Jamie Eves, Windham Town Historian






cth

THE PURPOSE OF THIS EXHIBIT

This exhibit traces the presence of African Americans n
Windham, Willmantic, and surrounding communities from the
arrival of the first Black person in 1688 until 1910, just before the
Great Migration of Alrican Americans from the U.S. South and
from the West Indies to the Northern United States. It 1s the latest
m a series of exhibits at the Mill Museum that have traced the
experiences of different groups of people in the Windham-
Willimantic area. Previous exhibits explored the experiences of
Polish Americans, Irish Americans, and Latno Americans. The
Museum allows its guest curators to design exhibits i ways that
make sense to them. The curator of this exhibit, Windham Town
Historian Jamie H. Eves, Ph.D., wanted to focus on narratives and
stories, and he chose stories that he believes are representative of
the Alrican American experience in this part of Connecticut. He
mvites visitors who know other stories not included n the exhibit
to share them with him and us. We can add them to the exhibit on
signs like the one you are reading right now! The exhibit will be up
into July 2023. The Museum thanks Connecticut Humanities for

helping to fund this exhibit.

—The Mill Museum
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CURATOR’S STATEMENT
(Part I)

I conceived of the idea of the “Here All Along” exhibit in 2020, when the Mill Museum was closed
because of the Covid-19 pandemic, and when my classes at Eastern Connecticut State University and
the University of Connecticut shifted to meeting online. I was then the Executive Director of the Mill
Museum, but the Museum wasn’t open for in-person tours or programs. Wanting to “keep history
alive” and continue to provide the public with access to their history, I and the rest of the Mill Museum
staff pivoted to doing what I was doing with my umiversity classes — teach history online. I turned to re-
search projects that I had long kept on the back burner, projects that I now threw myself mto with gus-
to, and for which I planned to create “virtual exhibits.” Among these projects was the history of African
Americans in northeastern Comnecticut, especially in Windham, Willimantic, and adjacent commuuni-
ties. This project picked up several threads that I had been thinking about off-and-on for more than a
decade. Now was the time to take them up.

The first thread was the widespread public perception that African Americans had not been an im-
portant part of Connecticut history until recently. A few years earlier, I had been teaching a course
Afncan Amernican History at Saint Joseph College (now the University of Saint Joseph) i East Hart-
ford, CT, and in one class we were discussing the fact that, until the 1960s, African American charac-
ters rarely appeared in movies, on television, on radio, or i comics except as domestic servants or
comic relief — that otherwise, they were invisible in most of American popular culture. One student, an
older African American woman, laughed and commented, “Don’t you know that there were no Black
people in America unal 19602” The general (white) audience in Connecticut tends to think of Black
History in the United States as follows: Black people came to America as slaves, where they had no
power or culture of their own, and quickly assimilated to Anglo-American ways. Because it was too
cold to grow cotton in New England, almost all of the slaves lived in the South. Then President Abra-
ham Lincoln (and the Civil War) freed the slaves. Then, sometime in the early 20th cennury, a lot of
Southern Blacks moved to Northem cities like Hartford, New Haven, and Bridgeport. Then Rosa
Parks and Martin Luther King began the civil nghts movement, which was supposed to achieve legal
equality, but only sort of did that, which is why we now have Black Lives Matter. I wanted my local his-
tory museum to tell the full story of African Americans’ experiences here, in northeastern Connecticut,
beginning not with the Great Migration of the early 20th century, but from the middle of the 1600s on.

The second thread was the recent decision by the Connecticut General Assembly to include African
American History in the State’s High School curriculum as an elective. The State has done a good job
collecting materials for teachers to use, but teachers in Windham were telling me that they also wanted
local primary sources — meaning at the town level, not just the state level. The story of Venture Smith
is a good story, they told me, but they wondered if there were stories in Windham that they could in-
corporate into their lesson plans.
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CURATOR’S STATEMENT
(Part IT)

A third thread was the storv of the naming of Jackson Street in Willimantic, near where I live. Local lore had it
that Jackson Street was named for Lyman Jackson, and early-19th-century African American resident. Who was
Lyman Jackson, I wondered, and why did his neighbors name one of the Thread City’s main streets after him?

A fourth thread was the Mill Museum'’s collection of historical photographs of the American Thread Company,
including scores of images showing textile mill emplovees at work. Not one worker in the photos is Black — all
are white. Did Connecticut mdustry — and the textile industry in particular — refuse to hire African American
workers as late as the 1960s?

A fifth thread was a gravestone in one of the local cemeteries marking the resting place of Corporal Caesar Hall
of the 20th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, a Civil War regiment. [ knew that the 29th was a “Colored” regi-
ment composed of Black soldiers with white officers. Who was Caesar Hall, and what had his experiences been
like? What motivated him — a married man in his thirties with children — to volunteer for duty in the Civil
War? What happened to him when the War ended? Were other African American soldiers interred in Wind-
ham’s cemeteries?

A sixth thread was a story about white allies. Following the events at Charlottesville, Virginia, in 2017, I joined
residents of Windham and Willimantic in a vigil on the corner of Jackson and Main Streets in Willimantic.
Several speakers posed the question that was in all of our minds: what would we do if bands of violent, racist
thugs marched through our city? Would we stand up to them? Would we fight back? A story I had been re-
searching off and on for vears provided a historical answer. In 1837 a violent anti-abolition mob marched on
Willimantic's Methodist Church, determined to prevent an abolionist speaker from addressing the congrega-
tion. In what I have come to call the Methodist Melee on Main Street, the Methodists fought back, battling the
mob in a spirited fistfight that spilled out of the Church and onto Main Street. What had led those Willimantic
Methodists — who were probably all white people — (o stand up to the racist mob?

These and other stories I wove together into a larger narrative, a hustory of African Amerncans — and their white
neighbors, who sometimes were allies and sometime were not — in the part of Connecticut where I live, from
1688 up to the beginning of the Great Migration in 1910, I stopped at the Great Migration because, as the his-
torian Stacey Close has pointed out, the Great Migration transformed not just the history of African Americans
in Connecticut, but the history of all of Connecticut, making it a logical breaking point. The core of the exhibit
is made up of individual stories, the stories of local people and their experiences. My goal was to demonstrate
that Black people were here in northeastern Connecticut — in its mill towns and farm towns — m Windham,
Willimantie, and neighboring commumties — all along, from the 1600s on, and that their experiences and im-
pact on local communities were impaortant and needed to be told. This is the kind of thing that I think munici-
pal historians and local museums are supposed to do.

-Jamie Eves, Senior Curator, Mill Museum / Windham Co-Town Historian
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ARE THESE
SLAVE SHACKLES?

These iron shackles are on loan from the Pomfret, CT, Historical Society. They were given to the
PHS in 1984 by Bob Kent, who found them in his barn and believed them to be 18th- or 19th-
century slave leg shackles. The barn — once part of the Sumner farm and tavern — fell down in the
1970s. In the 1700s, the tavern and farm were owned by Samuel Sumner, Sr. In the early 1800s, the
tavern entertained travelers on the Hartford-Providence Turnpike. In the mid-1800s, it belonged to
Samuel Sumner, Jr., who is believed to have been a member of the Abington, CT, Anti-Slavery
Society. It is possible that the Sumner property was a safe house on the Underground Railroad.
Charles Webster, a free Black man who served in the 29th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry during

the Civil War, lived on the Sumner farm, where he worked as a farm laborer.

-

Were these iron shackles manufactured by a local blacksmith? The irregularity of the rings
indicates that they were. A blacksmith shop was near the Sumner farm.

Were they slave leg shackles, left over from when slavery existed in Connecticut? There were
many different designs of slave shackles, but there were some (now displayed in museums) that

looked very much like this pair.

Could they instead have been a horse hobble? Normally, horse hobbles were constructed of rope
or leather, but occasionally iron chains were used. We found an image of a chain hobble that

looked very much like these shackles.

Could they have been wrought in the blacksmith shop for prisoners at the Windham County jail
in nearby Brooklyn, CT?

Were they slave shackles brought North along the Underground Railroad?

Were they slave shackles brought back from the South by one of Samuel Sumner, Jr.'s sons, who
served in the Union Army during the Civil War?

Were they used by the Abington Anti-Slavery Society as a prop? Abolitionists often used

shackles as potent symbols of the cruelty of slavery?

Did they arrive in Connecticut during the 1700s on board a slave ship docking at New London
harbor?

Historians are often faced with artifacts that have limited “provenance,” meaning that there is no

direct evidence about who made them or what they were used for. Such is the case with these

shackles. All of the above explanations are plausible. What is known is that slave shackles existed,
and that some of them looked like these. What do vou think?



SHACKLES AS SYMBOLS OF
SLAVERY

Anti-slavery activists in Britain and the United States used
shackles as symbols of the cruelty of slavery. In 1787 the
British Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade
asked one of its supporters, Josiah Wedgwood (the maker of fi-
ne porcelain and stoneware) to design a symbol. Wedgwood
created ceramic medallion depicting a shackled, kneeling slave
asking for his freedom, asking “Am I not a man and a
brother?” The medallions became popular, and were worn by
British and American anti-slavery activists, including Thomas
Clarkson and Benjamin Franklin. Although Eurocentric (they
depicted the enslaved man in supplication to white reformers,
not as an armed rebel or even as an equal), the medallions did
contribute to the growth of the anti-slavery movement in both
Britain and the United States, and were frequently reworked as
drawings and woodcuts. The Liberator featured a version on its
masthead. During the Memphis sanitation workers’ strike in
1968, strikers modified Wedgwood’s medallions into posters
and buttons that read “I AM A MAN,” turning the question
into a definitive statement.



SHACKLES AS SYMBOLS OF
SLAVERY




2 in his 1976 book Rodl, Jordar, Roll: The World the Slaves

Madle, put the history of slavery in the United States in a new light, Until then, mainstream historians.
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The same was true in colonial northeastern Connecticut., where the towns, villages, and rural neighbor-
hoods were places that the enslaved people helped make. African American had less power and freedom
than their Anglo-American neighbors, and they were much less numerous, so sometimes their

contributions were subtle. But they lefi their mark, nevertheless.
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A FEW WORDS ABOUT  €Th
NAMES

In the vears 1688-1910, African Americans were referred to in le-

gal documents and official records mn a variety of ways: Black,
Negro, Mulatto, Molatto, and more. When the exhibit 1s using
those documents, we use the terms they used, to give a sense of
historicity, even i those terms now seem archaic. When writing
more generally, we use the terms African American and Black.

Following AP style, we have capitahzed Black, but not white.

The names ol enslaved imndividuals were names given to them by
slaveowners. Enslaved people brought to Connecticut from Alrica
or the West Indies obviously had other names, and we regret not
knowing what those names were. Slaves names were often used to
demean enslaved people — names like Caesar or Prince were
mtended to be sarcastic reminders that enslaved people lacked
power. When given English names like Eliza or Henry, it was
mtended to remind them that they were expected to assimilate to
Anglo-American culture. Sometimes enslaved people were given
their owners’ last names, sometimes they were given the last name
Negro, and other times they had no last names at all. In the 1790
U.S. Census, the enumerator for New London County recorded
free Black people only by their first names, with the prefix Negro.

Normally, though, free Black people chose ther own names.
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SAY THEIR NAMES

We are often asked to “say their name.” Names are powerful.
When we use people’s names, we are remembering or recognizing
them as ndividuals. It 1s easy to dehumanize people who have
been vicumized, but if we say their names we become connected
to them as real people — people like us. We don’t know the
names of most of the people who were enslaved m Connecticut in
the 1600s, 1700s, and 1800s. But when we do know their names,
we should say them — aloud, if possible. The six gravestones of
enslaved people buried in the churchyard at Old Trinity Church
that sull have readable names carved mto them give us a chance to
say their names, at least. Please stop and say these names aloud, so
that we will not forget: Eliza, Sarah, Henry, Orrin, Godfrey,

Louisa.




PLACES THE cth
SLLAVES MADE

JO: TOWN FOUNDER

In 1688 the first two nonrindigenous people armved in what would become the town of Windbam, CT.

John Cates (or Kates, or mavbe Ke

vsterious figure who may have

been a refugee d's 17th-century political and refigious Civil War, Or perhaps he was a buccaneer, no one was quite sure. The other was Cates's she, Jo, who is usually

and Jo w

perhaps in his eighties, so it was up to Jo to keep thes

recorded in local history as Joe Ginne.

e squatters. Although Cates brought cash with him, he hadn't ver purchased any land in glishman was elderly,

alive in the cold Connee

cut forest. Jo dug a shelier in a hillside. He hunted and trapped game. He foraged for wild plants, For vo
years, the two men lived alone

wentually, others came, several Families of Angle-Americans from Norwich and Stonington. Surveyors marked lines on the lane, and Cates spent some ol

his treasure to buy a lot. Jo built them a house, probably assisted by Jonathan Gi

iings, one of the new neighbors.

Cates went on (0 become a leading o ition 1w make Windk of the local

zen of Windbam, respected by his neighbe

He signed the

12 town in 1692, He became a

Congregational church. He dipped further into his measure ane purchased additional land in town. When he died in 1697 of old age, Cates lef cash and land to be used o fund a school

and support the church, Townspeople moumed his passing and found it casy to believe that their benefactor had been a staunch Puritan, a nghteous Commonwealthman back in England,

a defender of the True Faith, and an ally of Oliver Cromwell, driven by royalists to seck shelter in Puritan New England. For generations, Windham's residents eulogized him as the heroie

founder of their wwn,

Cates had one more bequest in his will. Itwas Jo. “1 doe give unto the Reverend Mr. Samuel Whiting (Minister of the Gospel), of sasd Towne,” his will reads, “I say 1 give unto him my

Negro Jo. one bed and bed Clothes, one Chest, and my Wearing Clothes.”™ Presumably, the bed, chest. and old clothes were for Jo to use after he moved in with his new owner. Local lore
has it that Jo wept when Cates died. In any case, he did not survive Cates by many years.

Townspeople did not consider Jo a town founder, not in the 17th century, nor in 1892 when Windham eelebrated its bicentenmial. He eouldn’tvote in local elections, nor sign petitions.
He would not have participated in town meetings. He was not a member of the church. He never married or fathered children, not in Windham anyway. (Cates apparently had children in

England.) Supposcelly, at first both Cates and Jo were buried somewhere near the place where they had spent their irst two, coldl winters i Windham, Later, though, Cates’s body was

exhumed and moved to Windham's town ceme

v, ane a fine stone marker was carved and placed over his grave. There is no record that Jo's remains were ever moved. No stone marks

site, and its location is unknown. Yet, Jo was a town founder every bit as much as Cates. He kept both of them alive for two vears. He built or helped build the first house in

Windham. Without Jo, there wouldn't have been a Cates. Windham was founded as a Puritan town, but it was also a place made by the enslwved man, Jo.
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Absove Lefiz The will of John Cates (Kates), in which he bequeathed “my Negro Jo® o Windhan's

e will ko provides
at, they would be entitled io any part of his estaie,

except fon Jo, Was this because Cates tusted Whiting to care for Jo once he was no Jonger vo

B, Ltion &

enoush o work? I so, it suggeses that Cates viewed Jo dilferenly from the rest of bis propenty, but
also makes it clear that he d

L
o

ex's) et Aldough 2 person, Jo was also propery.

pounds, he was Cates's thirdd most valuable propeny, following 40 pounds of eash

et of uninn estate alse vahuesd an 40 pounds (Cates | wly sesld his

ponds, his borse a6 pounds and his swine at 3 pounds, Th
Rev. Whiting.

At Right: Sketeh map of cardy lots m Windham, C
the first Bouse in Windl

+'s lot is oullined in red. Cates's house —

which Jo heljsed build = no lorsger exists, but it was located on this

Click on the image above to navigate to an article about Jo elsewhere on our website.
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WORK

The kind of work that enslaved people did in northeastern Connecticut in
the 1600s, 1700s, and early 1800s would have primarily consisted of
clearing land; planting, tending, and harvesting crops; mowing hay; caring
for farm animals; chopping, splitting, and hauling firewood; quarrving;
brickmaking; spinning thread and yarm and otherwise making textiles;
hand sewing; washing clothes; carpentry, cooping, shoemaking,
blacksmithing, and other artisanal crafts; foraging; and domestic chores.
Until the early 1800s, northeastern Connecticut’s economy was
overwhelmingly agrarian and preindustrial, with no seaports north of
Norwich. (In coastal areas, enslaved people also worked as sailors, fishers,
shipwrights, and longshoremen.) The tools displayed here are only some

of those that Black Connecticans would have used.

Windham n the

early 1800s.
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“Much attention was given to wool growing, the culture of hemp,
flax and tobacco, and the making of cheese and butter. Great
flocks of sheep and herds of cattle ranged over Windham pastures
and commons. Wheat and other cereals were extensively grown

and exported....”

Ellen D. Lamed, History of Windham County, Connecticut,

Vol. I (1874)

Windham in the

early 1800s.
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Textile production tools. A winder and a great wheel.



sy

Agricultural tools. From left to right: rake, flail, two pickaxes, and a maul.
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JESSE & JOB LEASON:
REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIERS

ET;
share of the

On June 28, 1820, Jesse Leason of Windh, v War veteran, filed a request

in Connecticow's Count of Common Pleas for

weel Advican Amwerican Revolun

15" Congress

ad set asidle for veterans in Ohio.

Leason gave his & d three ye
company commanded by C m. in the regiment commanided by
Continental Regiment, in the cu,” I explaining
he made declaration for a Pension under the Act of Congress of the 181 o

askets and v

worer or Famer & naker of
ness & umible
& awile Susannah aged 57 ye

iable share of healih & a

by aceupation
mere \|HH ayear by n
which T stll labor, & ean nesther walk nor stand widhout belp. 1l
e one daghter Sally aged 14 years Who enjoys a oo

Pension ¢

w care of or wail on mysell, under
s who isa weakly sickly

wlchik] named Jesse

woman, |

ason Bates, four years old whes is in goed health & an illegitimate & depending on me for spport.” Leason then
imventory of his possessions *1 Tron Pt Wordl (.50 = 1 ane $100 .. | hoe # feents] —
100 — metal tub 50 feents] -] Knives & forks, 1 *for a combined

ished than Jesse |
hadd served together in the 8th Con
bath

vaue of §7.06, Even more "
Revolusionary War. The brothers
rge Washingion, Yet the carly 15005 f
on brothers? How did they come o fight for A

anged dheie ives?

o
tof the Continental
1 Windham, CT. Whe were il
Tow had the Revolution

an frcedom and independence

BLACK REVOLUTIONARIES: WHAT HISTORIANS SAY

« Afitean Anpericans Pairsots i the

| Aceonting o the listorian Judith 1. Van Buskirk in Stancing i Their Own Lis

| Amcrscan Revolation (2017), the Leason brothers were not the only Black men totake up arms during the Revolution
El ) Adrscan An s foagly
[t the mmber of people of color (Blacks, indigenous peoples, and nixcd race) in the Patriot forces even highe
at 45,0007 500 According fo the | n Diavael O Wh Connecieud's Bk Seddiers, 17751783 (01973), w
100 Conneeticut soldicrs of colnr served on the Patriot side durig the Revoluion,

As the historian Joye Lee Maleolm points out in Peterrs War: A New England Slve Boy and the American Revolution
(20100, some of these soldiers were Free people of color, bt athers were enskaved. To meet the steep quotas for soldiers
innposed by Congress, Massachusetts, Conneetiout, and Rhode Iand permitted enslaved men and boys o join the
iental Line, and if they staved for the duration, they would be fre the end of the war = provids
the Patriot sile won, Connecticut also allowed some men to avoid military duty if they could get someone elsc —
sometimes a man they had enslaved — to take their place, sometimes with the promise of freedom. (Washingo
ppposed allowiteg enslaved men o join the Continental Army, bt as troops grew increasingly scaree., he and Congress
relented al acecpted the veality of Black sobliers froms the North) Malcolm also points out that, during the war, the
e annl women enslaved by Patriots (aongh ot by Lovaliss) who escaped to the British
ool justaposes the experience of Pe en from

1 Jersey who fought with a Lovalis

el other st

it sick

¢ writes hat abeu 3,

o cotrse, that

initially

British offered freedom o
lines and agreed fo work for a Botish viciory. M

an ensbaved nan from ?

Massach s joined the Patriot forces, wil
Ranger unit on the British side.

 Acconting to Van Buskirk, White, and Male
Enshaved men like Peter hoped o gain their freedom. Free
their white neighbors that they were worthy of ment in the ne

of color fought an the Pariot side for a varicty of reasons.
1 of color sought o prove their mettle — to demonstrate o
nation, Sadly, Van Buskirk writes, equality wis

sobdict

t PrmiFet Grorth o
1 hee gate & edaia i 5 .r..
,.a...... " ,m.m_/_.c,u. -
L. 2 [

savinee most white

even after the wa

Honivws sforkg 12
JESSE & JOB LEASON IN THE CONNECTICUT LINE

ined the Contnental Ammy i 1777, oy
T, then mstered out in 1780 Jol o
mnstered out in 171 War ended. They were not merely militianen, who served for
shorter terms, They were part of what ws callesl the Connectieut Line, the eight infaniry regiments
1e the lackbone of the

Revolutionary War
el

Jesse: and Jools Leason i~

a secand hitel

e

Jesse served afull three

 when th

fromn Connecticnt that were part of the Continental Avmy. Continentals w
lured greater privations than militia units.

wge. They fought a Germantown,

strugde for independence. They saw more coml

The Leason brothiers were priv

cx. They wer

, she nevertheless believes that the contributions made by
oldiers of color had a major impact on the Black community itsell. In the aftermath of the Revolution, she writes, free
Black Americans experienced inereased segregation, increased violence, and the degradation of their civil rights. “But”
b writes, "o onne of these developments went wielallenged by the Thiey claitned thit
his was their land and that their forefathers had spilled their blood in its defense. The abolition movement used not only

ers anel granelfathiees who Dad Fought 1o o
|In Republic. Black veterans had explamed i their childre how they bad hroughi de
[seners. They exbibited badges of merit and showed their war wounds o heir kin, On the distdd side, B

refaied how difficult it Bad heen o many their soldser sweethearts and then keep the home front going during the exht

m British

k nomen

vears of war.”

Moot MifTlin, and guarcedd the Hucdson Vidley s part of 1 blocking action o prevent
British forces in New York City from linking up with & second British army led by General
“Getlensan Jolinny™ Burgose driving sowl from Carda, FROM THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR DIARY OF CAPT. PAUL BRIGHAM
[The white ling officcr of the Leason brothers” company kept a diary. Only a portion of the diary
v * frich Dias beean reprintead as “A Revolutionary Diary of Capiain Paul Brighan, November 19,
M Jw ptember 1, 1776, eddited by Edward A. Hoys and published in the January 1966 issuc of Vermour
History. Capt. Brighiam was from Coventry, CT, bat moved to Vermont afler the Revolution, His diary
s J‘W/ does not mention the brothers, but it does make it clear that the cutire Company — including Jesse and Job
4 — saullered from cold weather, storms, and insullicient supplies and provisions. On Oct. 28, 1777, Brigham
& wrote in his diary, “On ve 28t narched to Burkinton [Burdingon, NJ] and Crossed ve River [Delanare
River| 1o Brsiol syhamial about Duask Tisd orders and marched o =] where 1T
Guard our Troops were in ve woods withont any
£ E Sty night with bl and Rain Exceeding B for ve Poor men
N | K i Jay, T “on ye: 2th a Stormy Day [ Lay Still all Day with
.’ vy Guarel our B rehiend liefore Break of 1 ve mdst of ve
, Storm 1 he s thit the Frenny had Got within 3 miles of
Yir sienlt Burlingion and our Ba st Gol aver.” On Nov. 11, Brigham
4 e O et T U et S o
it all uight for we e to e Ready to march ai 4 o’chock
in ye moring this Dy T had Teligence that Jephura Tins was Dead
Above: Detail from a Revalationary War muster ind had ben Some Days.” On Nov. 20, he added, “on ye 20th went
roll. O manth, Contisental soldsers had w into Camp it was Cokd and Clear Provisions Very Poor and Scarce not
ave their presence recorded al muster, Many of 7 s i B i | S vt e 8
these muste voll bave survived, Jese and Job A ¢ - 2
Leason’s names appear frequently on the muster ) )
rolls of Capr, ; i1 Job Leason demands his soldier’s pay. Continental sokdicrs
Regiment, Connectious Line. i E for bong stretehes. This w fally trane for
/ Ly Black soldiers. Job went to his regimental commander. L. Col. I
(e san of Conmecticnt Congressman Roger Sheeman
> y wrote an order o the
Z hat Job receive his pay.




RECONSTRUCTING JOB LEASON

e Revolutionary War as membsers of

an Brothers Job and Jesse Leason Tought for freedom

been enslaved before the Revolation, hur they were free when it ended. How were

tinental Army. They ma

their lives cha

el ey
cd 78,
Jesse lefi the Army a

Jobdied in Windbam, CT, in 1828, aged 70, meaning that he had been bor
W, when most Bl “L.mm i northeaster Connerticut wore enshved. Jesse
wl

3. Jesse was 24 when be ,m.lm. Competiut Line

aformer sve who of T

and his wife Cate Perkins (17177181 8131, Zil)
Lydia of Narwch [CT, butl were froe by 1786," 2

Jub and Zilpha had grown up maoworld of slavery. John Perkins the Elder (his son

al botl been enddaved by Capt, John Perkins and his wife

1 the Revolusionary War ended in 1783,

s ned Jolm) died in 1761,

el Re o, | al of Connecticnt slaveowners, Perkins was a wealthy Lamel vwmer. His probaie
imventory ran o 14 pages and included properiics in Canterlury as wel as Norwich, Tis principal home was a 3
farnw in Norwich's Hanover parish, which weuld lave sequired a kot of labor, Listed in the inventory as part of his estate

hoof the They

sng with thee monetary vahie assigned to ¢ as properiy o be devised to his hei

were fifleen “negroes,

entory ik w's

with livestork, Amaong themn was London,
cgro Gil" nanued Zilpl

Tl Pey 1800, His 1801 proh
ul her parcics had become fre
tes censits as a froe head of houschold living in Norwich, along with one oter person — 3 free

valued at 10 o

wile, valued af 15 pounds; i5 s
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0 London™

Jobu. This seco
the belief thi 7
listed in the 1790 United §

Black woman wha was probably Cate.
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i in Bistorical vecords in 1800 as a free Black man living in Windham. Al absent from
the 1790 Census, the 1800 Census has him as the head of 2 bousebobd of muo, hoth African American. The 1810

mianseript Census for Windbam, while givin persons living in

town, did not nclude their r. however

mes. Job does app

up a househokd of wo. His

fanming, and 5o lad taben up basket:
alts, He el s chikren. Besiles a feaw house
Sl house & about 114 of an acre of Land worth, i free from incumbrance
2

S7.00, Job also owned

bt whiich is subject to 4 niort

Secredars, a weekly newspaper put out by the Connectiout Baptist Convention and the Conneeticut Baptst Missionary

Society, published Jolr's death notice, Presunaliby, Jols was a Baptist, and perbiaps Jesse was, wo, We are Jefi o guess at

ihe significance of a free Black man — and maybe both men and the ies — deciding ot io join the Windham
Congregationalist €1 ndedd Iy dhe nsjority of their white neighbors,
(Hrrddaems o | .
ase i UG THEL A b
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others were childen sentony listed themn along with Perking's livestock. Zilpha, a d
London and Cate, later married Job Lea
Lefi: Pages from the 1790 United States manuscript census for Norwich, CT, showing Job Leason’s father-

in-law, "Negro—London.”

.
i fir Neew London County that year did not give kit
mames i Affican Americans. ned in the census were listed by their first names
7 Uil 1850, the U. 8. Census

rsems — wives, children, serv

conded anly the s of heads of the
apy cmployees, and
1790 C el

ree black people, and slaves. T

 with the prefix “Ne

s, skave:

15" = were noted only with s

ather “depend
d ulder,
nel

males 16 des uneder 16, w stifution,

which 1 e be counted in a seps
ithe persons for the purpose of caleulating how many Representatives each state
1o regquinement that free Black people and swhites be counted
ents like probate inventories and manuseript census sheets tell
k people, both enskaved and frec. How many enslaved people

wory. us they were

1 b contesl s omly
. Although there
separtely, they cen. D
about honw white people viewed I
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1 count on the Census pages o the left? How many free Black men recorded simply a o™

Kot reat R
:"ffi""";‘fﬁﬁr‘;ﬁu ﬂ--mm)"”-“";""”‘“"

fr»)“ demv e
y,,‘,.,q....m.. ,é y
Tom Fettle. «o-;-g-a.‘.a.:_._ u:

(fio..a”znét/m —1.— o zﬂ;'
S R

{,97u ./»..m%.,,. Vobouit: /,L,f..‘..,.a.,. ;x.s:

7> it WD oo = S &)

Md. A:;u/#aﬂ;mw/.ﬁym%
/”'/{f’-' "ﬁ—"""')’/mm@*’dﬂg
Ty Bosl hrarriis — "éﬁ"" A Q\
/?- oo = N

Above: Excerps from Job Leason's application for “bounty lanes.” By 1820, the ol veteran wa

ation s probably ot Job's, Tl

enfiebled
naiches the
with legal writing

andvwrating

and impoverished, This signature on the app

rest af the documen, which was probably writien For him by a neighbor who was famila

Lefi: A page from the 1800 manuscript United States Census, showing Job Leason as a free Black man liv-
ing in Windham, CT. The firstten columns recorded white males ane Femles of varons ages; the — eleve
as for free Blacks, and the twelfth was for slwes. Had Job always been free, or did he
jve in Windhan before the Revohution, or
iiphai* What happened o Zilpl
b died? There ure more que

enthy colum am
soldier in the American Revohuion® Did b
il he peeraps lved in Noowich, e e

Hac Job married Rox Wt happened to Rosanma afte;

s freedom

w ol his firse wil,

swers,



ABOLISHING SLAVERY,
RECONSTRUCTING LIVES

Historians use the term Reconstruction to refer to the years imme
War (1861-1863

wi

» when the 13th Amendment permanently abaolished slavery and the South

jately following the Ci

forced to recomstruct its econon

y, society, and culture. Connecticut had its own
“Reconstruction,” when it underwent its Industrial and Market Revolutions following the
American Revolution. Like the South, Connecticut, o, abolished sk Connecticut’s

Reconstruction was carlier, more gradual, and only tangentally related to abolition, but its

v

impact an the lives of Afro-Connecticans was profound. The henefits were mixed. As with

the South, Reconstruction meant new freedoms, but sadly not for ne, and it brought

ve

RECONSTRUCTING
LIVES

neither equality nor economic opportunity for the state’s Black population.
ENSLAVED & FREE BLACK PEOPLE IN WINDHAM, CT
Head of Household (white or Black) # Enslaved # Free Blacks
.5, Census, 1790
Eliphalet Dver (W) F 1
Benjamin Brewster (W) 1 0
Samuel Gray (W) 2 []
Shubacl Abbe (W) 2 0
Danie] Perkins (W) 1 0
Jostah Manming (W) 1 0
Timothy Laraibe (W) 0
[Stephen White (W) 2 0
Eliphalet Murdock (W) 1 L]
John Perit (W) o 2
[Zchn, Tracy (W) 0 1
James Cagshall (W) 1 [}
Dhavil I nee (W) 1 o
Tohn Keyes (W) 1 0
| Gamaliel Ripley (W) 1 )
Ebcrcon athm (W) o |
James Grey (W) o 1
 nher Robinson (W1 o 1
Al—] Walker (W} 0 2
John Linkin (W) o 1
[—1 Sppaffiond (W) o 1
Roger Carcy (W) [ 2
Zephin. Jennings (B) o 3
Priesis Mingo (B) o 1
[Sampson Abbe () o 2
Anelrew Jackson (B) o ]
Prince White (B) o 3
Fward |-Jawvson (B o 8
[Scanil, Philips (13 o 2
ol Lynes (81 o [
Fara Rathbone (131 o [
b Phillips (B) o '
| Cull Perkins () o [
Peter Hitch @) 0 2
TOTAL 1790 28 6
1.S. Census, 1800
[TOTAL 180 1 78
U.S. Census, 1810
TOTAL 1810 " 7
U.S. Census, 1820
[ TOTAL 1830 1 83
U.S. Census, 1850
[ TOTAL 1850 o 7
77 African Ameri
the st dat re
i literacy. OF Windharn's Black population in 1850, 34 were male, 48 were:
feamale, 49 were chiklren, 16 were male children, 25 were female chiklnen, 22 we cachl, 1 v adks
fof hescholds (12 male and 1 female), 4 we Iy, 16 were laborers Gl male), 4 were prabably domessic
servants Gall femaled, | was a wai femabel, and 1 was a cook (el Although Windhan was a
[cotion wall lown, none warked inthe cotton mills = nor i any other manufactory. Tndvsirialization was a key part of the.
Reconstruction of the Connections economy after the American Revolution, but — in Windlam — it did not ereate jobs
for African Americans.
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CONNECTICUT'S GRADUAL ABOLITION

i General Assembly amended the
1y 1o provide for the gradual abolition of slavery. The amendment
afier March 1, 1784,
The am pated no one
currently a stave, bt did provide the promise of freedom for fiture enslaved peaple bom

As the Revo
starutes governing

i War ended, the Connee

declared that all persons hor to enslaved mothers in Conneeti

would become free on their 25th birtluday: dment ent;

alter that date, People currently enstaved would remain enslaved for the rest of their lives,

Slave owners could continue w buy, sell, and otherwise mansfer slves. Indeed, nothing in
the statute prevented skiveowners who owned slves who would become free on their
ched i

23th birthdays from sclling them out of st

[statute was aholition, not e

¢ before they re

age. The goal of the

wipation. In Eict, when a few v

LT A et

the General Assembly, it was voied down. The

ipation il was brought befor

amendment read as follows:
[N]o Negro or Molatto Child, that shall, after the first Day of March, One thousand seven|
| inuniclred and eighty-fiur, be bom within this State, shall be held in Servitude, longer than
until they arrive to the Age of twenty-five Years, notwithstanding the Mother or Parent of
such Child was held in Servitude at the Time of its Birth; but such Child, at the Age
[aforesaid, shall be free; any Law, Usage or Custom to the contrary notwithstanding. [An
Act Concerning Indian, il Slaves (1784), in 1784 Acis and
Laws of Connecoc, quoted in David Menschel, *Abolition Without Deliverance:
Law of Connecticut Slavery 1784-1848," The Yale Law fourmal (2001), 111: 188]
The 1784 law
Rev

e purpose

[olatto, and Negro Servant

i e

belore the

e on top of an carlier amendment, passed m 1774, the

War boga

portation of persons into Connecticut for

Fenslaving il
| And whereas the increase of Skaves in this State 1s inpuriows to the Poor, and mconvenient]
Be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That any Person or Persons who shall
hereafter, contrary to the rue Intent of this Act, import or bring any Indian, Negro, or
Molatto Slave or Skaves into this State, to be disposed of left or sold within the same, or
fwho kiowing such Slave or Slaves to be inported and brought int this State, shall receive]
land purchase them, or any of them, shall forfeit and pay to the Treasurer of this State, the
Sum of One tumdred Pound lawful money, for every Slave so imported, brought into this
State, received or purchased, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any Court
of Record proper to try the same. [An At for Prohibiting the Importation of Indian,
Negro or Molatio Slaves (1774), in Acts and Laws of the Seate of Connccticut, i

Arnerica, 1784

1t 15 impaortant 1o note that the 1774 law was not enacted out of humanttanan mpulses.
Rather, the Ge

cral Asserbly madle it el

that the reason for abolishing the importation

of slaves was fo prevent skve labor from taking jobs away from poor wh

1784, n the Greer ease, Connecticut Courts held that once s had been

manumittedd (freed) by their owners, they could not be reensbved.

In 1787, the Connecticut courts closed a loophole in the 1774 statte by outlawing the old
practice of capture, whereby persons (nosth
| Amer

mndigenous people) born free in North

ould be captured and enslaved. [n the case of Timothy Caesar, who “lived as a

slave aned servant” to Joseph Hovey of Mansfield, CT, Caesar was declared free because

b had been “born of a
In 1788, the Gy Act 1o Prevent the Slave Trade, which
prohibited kidnapping fiee people in Connecticnt and selling them into slavery,

In 1757, the €
that severely restricted what enslived persons eould and could not do. Hereafie
b up 1o slave owners 1o regulate and conrol the behavior of their slaves, not th

€ WO

| Assembly passed

neral Assembly repealed Connecticut’s longstand ave Code, a law

it would

e,
One of the provisions in the old Slave Code had been:

That if any Negro, Molatto or Indian Servant or Slave, shall be found abroad from Home
in the Night-season, afier nine of the Clock, without special Order from his or their
[Master, or Masters, it shall be lawful for any Person or Persons, to apprehend and secure
[such Negro, Molarto, or Indian Servant or Slave, so offending, and him, her, or them,
bring before the next Assistant or Justice of the Peace; which Authority shall have full
Power to pass Sentence upon such Servant or Slave, and order him, her, or them, to be

[ publicly whipped on the naked Body, not exceeding ten Stripes, and to pay Cost of Court
except his or their Master or Masters shall redeem them, by paying a Fine not exceeding
ten Shellings. [ Acts and Laws of the Stne of Conectiout, i Arerica, 1784

e of Columbia vs. Will
fenslaved person’s owner died, and the heirs did not assert a claim to ownership, the
fenslved person was considered free, (Unformmately

In 1828, in the case of the

ms, the Courts held thar, if an

in this case the heirs did assert

ovmership, althoush belatedly, and Adam was re-enslaverd. The crus of this case, like

scveral others invalving manumission and skavery, was whether or not the Tonm of

Columbia could re-enskave Adam i order o avoid its responsibility to provide assistanee

o the poor)

ecticut Courts held that slave owners had a common kaw right 1o

skaves anel that neither the State nor other parties could prevent them

[rom domg so. (This decsi

In 1848, the Ger

v upheld whiat had long been the practice in Connedicut)

val Assembly dedlared slivery in Connecticut abolished.

To read an article about the Jackson family, click anywhere on the image above.
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A DESCENDANT OF THE
JACKSONS

While working on this exhibit, we met Carol Harris, a descendant of the
Jackson family and a relaove of Lyman Jackson. Carol’s great-great-
grandmother was Eliza Jane Jackson, an African American woman who in
1854 married George W. Peckham, a farmer in nearby Lebanon, CT,
and a member of the Narragansett nation. Eliza Jane was the daughter of
Timothy Jackson, a Lebanon farmer who has been described as either
African American, Narragansett, or both. Timothy’s gravestone in the
Lebanon Center Cemetery says that he was born in 1804 in North
Stonington, C'T, but also may have been born in Charleston, RI. Timothy
died in 1886. Growing up, Carol was told by family members that she was
related to Lyman Jackson. She learned where the Jackson house in
Willimantic was located, and was told that Lyman actually owned the
house, but was swindled out of it by Deacon Samuel Hill. As a Black man
in antebellum Connecticut, Lyman had few rights and little legal recourse
to protect his title. Carol also recalled that, yvears ago, she had met Gloria
Ann Reeves of Norwich, CT, an African American woman (who has since
passed away) who was a direct descendant of Lyman Jackson through his
son, Simeon, who as an adult had left Willimantic and moved to Norwich.
Reeves had grown up hearing the same story as Carol about the Jackson
house in Willimantic. As Lyman Jackson’s marriage records say that he
was from Stonington, and his gravestone indicates that he was born c.
1796, a reasonable conclusion 1s that Lyman and Timothy Jackson were

brothers.




Mohegan Orchestra, 1230s. Anna Jackson (seated), pianist. Joe Jackson (standing), viclinist. Reprinted Jan. 18, 2004, Norwich Bulletin.
Anna lJackson is believed to be the granddaughter of Simeon Jackson and great-granddaughter of Lyman and Clarissa Jackson.

To read articles about the Methodist Melee on Main Street and Windham/Willimantic/Mansfield abolitionists,

click on the image above.



FIGHTING FOR cth
... FREEDOM —
NOI Marketpace AGAIN &2

Like the American Revolution, the Civil War was a stniggle for freedom. During the Revolu
African Americans from Connecticut

s like Jesse and Job Leason fonght for their own freedom. In the Civil War,
and John Harris — fought for the freedom of their Black brothers and sisters
" In 1863 at
liberty, ane
arth.” After
woln lifted that prohibition, and thousands of
w 1S, Fredenck Douglass said, ©|
at can deny that he has camed the nght o ci

and othet

Northern States — men like Caesar Hall, Marvin Smith
for Black Connecticans, During the Revolution, the Patriot side had built a winning coalition around the phrase, “all men are created equ
s audience that, “four score and seven " later, that ideal still n
ed equal” still needed to be fulfilled, so that “government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall not perish from thi
merican men from serving in the United St

living in slave states, as wel
Gettysburg, President Lincoln
dedicated to the proposition that all men are cr

ant something, that the American promise of “a new nation, conceiver

armed forces. During the Civil War, howev

the Revolution, Congress bad prohibited /

Black men volhmteered to fight in segregated “Colored” regiments with “Onee let the black man get upon his person the brass les

1 et an

eagle on his button, and a musket on bis shoukler and bullets i 15 1O power on nship.” At first, Connecticut Governor
William Buckingham resisted enlistng Black volunteers, fearful that it would anger white soldiers began to enlist in ke 1863,
they were required to join segregated, all-Black regiments with white officers, Connecticut formee first the 29th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry (Colored) and then the 30th CV1 (Colored). The
30eh did not quite §ill up, so it was combined with some *Colored” companies from other states to form the 31st United States Volunteer Infanry {Colored), bur more than half of the men in the
told, the various “Colored” regiments suf d
ording te the historian Herbert Apthecker, African

al care, Although African Americans made up less than
Il Union troops, meaning that Black men joined the Union

it served in the 29th CVI

rvice, cither killed in

As elewhere,

hat year he relented. Black Comnecti

S1st were from Connecticut. Altogether, 178,975 Black men served as soldiers in the Union Army, and another 20,000 served in the Navy,

2,751 combat deaths and around 36,000 deaths from disease, Sixieen Black soldiers were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor,

American soldiers were more than 35% more likely to die from discase than white soldiers, because they roy

Iy received poorer med

54 of the population of the North and were only permitted to serve during the last year of the War, they comprised around 10% of

northeastern Connecticu
{Colored) and 31 in underlined bold dicd m
action, died from wounds, died from disease, or missing m action and presumed killed. Total casualues Tor soldiers in e 20th and 31st were: KIA (42), died from accidents (7), fatal wounds (24),
wounded in action (179, wounded in accidents (6, POWSs (8), died as POW; (2, died of disease (220, discharged becanse disabled (1541, MIA presumed killed (14), unaccounted for (111

mbers relative to their popula s of the Black men from e

Army in greater than white men. The map helow shows the

tow

T (Colored). (Soldiers” home towns were included on their enlistment papers.) Please say their names. The nam

v STAFFORD: John Fisher, Solomen
.| Griffin, William Halstead, Charles.

 Odell, William Odell, Horace
Seymour. Solomon Tierce, Spencer

r ' y e John lacksen, § )
i L { : oy £ Q1) Charles Webster, Thomas
) 8 ; 4 s

=A% David Schanck, Morris Williams

=] Richardson, Joseph
Richardson, Joseph Dee

b
* SCOTLAND: William L
Street, William Burton, ©
Buell, Jeremish Gardiner, |
Benjamin Jackson, , Charles Kane, Ganalvin
' George Redden v

 William Burris, William }\\_
| Carpenter, George S

Ragers, John Williams, &=

Richard Anthary,

Gilbert Bracksen,

Samuel Francis, Henry

* Wood, lohn Randall,
David Hutchinson,
Samuel Hollis

To read an article about Caesar Hall, click anywhere on the image above.
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NO JOBS

The abolition of slavery in Connecticut coincided with the Industrial and Market Revolutions, all
three of which occurred between the American Revolution and the Civil War. As a result, freedmen
and freedwomen found themselves not only coping with new legal and social roles, but also with
new economic realities. Most of the work done by enslaved people had been as agricultural laborers
and domestic servants. African Americans in Connecticut were skilled at planting, tending, and
harvesting crops; caring for farm animals; making textiles on preindustrial spinning wheels; and
doing houschold chores. Some were skilled at carpentry, cabinet making, basketry, coopering,
blacksmithing, and other crafts. Not surprisingly, then, as African Americans gained freedom, they
most olten took jobs as farm laborers, wood sawyers, quarrvmen, laundresses, teamsters, and
domestic servants. But by the middle of the 1800s, those jobs were becoming unavailable.
Agricultural decline in the late 19th century reduced the number of farm jobs. Increasingly, domes-
tic service jobs went to white immigrants as opposed to native-born Blacks. Industrialization
transformed textile-making from a handicraft into factory work, and Connecticut’s factories hired
white labor only. The Mill Museum has scores of photographs m its collection of textile mull
workers, every one of whom was white. Not one African American resident of Willimantic that we
can identfy was employed in the city’s busy cotton and silk mills. Dale Plummer, the City Historian
of Norwich, CT, confirms that the textile factories in that city, too, hired whites only. Charles
[Johnson, a pioneering African American sociologist who studied employment in the Hartford area,

found similar prejudice in manufacturing there in the 1920s.




AMERICAN THREAD
COMPANY

WORKERS
1948-1957

cth

In the 1940s and 1950s, the American Thread Company
hired professional photographers to take hundreds of

photos of its Willimantic, CT, thread mill complex. Dozens
of the photos showed workers engaged in the various stages
of making and packaging cotton thread. These are a
representative sample.

Who is missing?
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PLEASE SHARE
YOUR STORIES!

The Mill Museum 1s a community
museum that tells stories relating to
the history of eastern Connecticut.
Do you have stories that you believe
would make this exhibit more inclu-
sive? Please share them with us! We
can write them up and include them

in the exhibit.




HERE IT IS: A VIRTUAL ART EXHIBIT FEATURING THE WORK OF
MICHELE “JUSTICE” THOMAS

Curated by Joanne Sailor, 2023

Interwoven throughout the “Here All Along” exhibit was a second exhibit, called “Here It Is,” featuring the
artwork of Justice — Michele Thomas, an African American artist from Hartford, CT, and a professor at the
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, NY. History and art thus came together in one exhibit room, side-by-side, telling
similar stories. Justice’s multimedia artwork reflected on the African American experience in the United
States. A sampling is below.

Artist’s biography: Justice - Michelle Thomas is a Hartford, Connecticut native, currently residing in
Brooklyn, NY. She is married and a mother of boy-girl twins. She served in the Connecticut Air National Guard,
retiring in 2010 with 21 years of faithful service. Justice attended Manchester Community College, where she
received two associate degrees with High Honors for Fine Arts and General Studies. Justice then went on to
graduate from Central Connecticut State University with a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Science in Art
Education. She pursued her second Master of Fine Arts degree at Pratt Institute in 2022. She worked as an art
consultant and Resident Artist at the Montessori School of Greater Hartford (MSGH) facilitating art workshops
for the teaching staff and demonstrated various art concepts to all age levels throughout the school. Justice
also volunteered her services on Hartford Public Access Television where she co-produced, hosted and video
edited a TV program called Artistic Expressions; a show dedicated to advancing and advocating for the Arts.
Justice is currently a Professor at Pratt Institute. She also currently works as a Master Artist Assistant with the
internationally world renown artist Kara Walker.

Artist’s Statement: While my concentration is painting, I am a multi-media artist. I osculate between tight
rendering and loose brushwork while adding material elements such as metal, clay, burlap, tar and gauze. I tap
into an exciting energy surge as creation manifests and emerges on the surface. No matter the subject, my goal
is to illuminate the essence of layered conceptual complexities in one visual experience. For me, art production
is a cycle of challenges and solutions making way for personal expression.

THE BLACK BODY

My work is about the identity of the Black body. How that body has been manipulated, codified, dehumanized,
reconstructed, glorified, and adorned. Material and message are key. I use various collage elements to give
meaning to the narrative. Whether working figuratively or in abstraction, the goal is to reclaim a positive
identity while exposing negative truths. My evolution revolves around critically considering the relationship
between the materials, their connotation, and the connection to the message. Movement from the canvas into
the community is equally important in connecting, healing, and relaying positive messages through actions of
love.

This current body of work represents my personal journey of looking back upon my life, retracing historical
events and personal experiences to glean knowledge of self. No matter how painful looking at our collective
past is, there exists an extreme benefit to learning from one’s mistakes and misfortunes in order to change the
course of the future. The human story may at times be wrought with injustice, discontent and outright hatred
yet our resilient spirit rises above and overcomes all obstacles. My mission is to encourage healing in this
hurting world. As we journey back, we can reunite with spirit, taking us to the very source of existence where
all knowledge and wisdom reside, manifesting the necessary energy to change the world and ourselves.
Meditation is a key component to centering spirit.
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HERE ALL ALONG:
AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE WINDHAM, CT AREA, 1688-1910

A Slide Show by Jamie H. Eves, Windham Town Historian

A version of this slide show was presented in 2022 via Zoom by the Mill Museum as part of its Museum Lyceum
lecture series. It was re-presented (also via Zoom) in its present form in 2023 at a meeting of the Windham-
Willimantic chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. An abridged version
was presented later in 2023, in person, at the Pomfret, CT, Historical Society.

For the 2023 PowerPoint version, click here: Here All Along

*

RESOURCES FOR LOCAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY: THE CASE
OF WINDHAM, CT

A Slide Show by Jamie H. Eves, Windham Town Historian

This slide show was presented in 2022 via Zoom at the Fall Conference of the Association for the Study of
Connecticut History.

For the PowerPoint version, click here: Resources for Local African American History


file:///Users/isabel/Desktop/perm%20exhibits/output/past/Here-All-Along.pptx
file:///Users/isabel/Desktop/perm%20exhibits/output/past/Resources-for-Local-African-American-History.pptx

